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"With reference to your telegram of the 28th of May,
you are hereby instructed to say to the President that
Japan's signal naval victory having completely destroyed
the force upon which Eussia confidently relied to turn the
tide of the war, it may be reasonably expected that the
Government of St. Petersburg will turn now its attention
to the question of peace. The Japanese Government still
adhere to the conviction that the peace negotiations, when
they come, should be conducted directly and exclusively
between the belligerents, but even in such case friendly
assistance of a neutral will be essential in order to bring
them together for the purpose of such negotiation and the
Japanese Government would prefer to have that office un-
dertaken by a neutral in whose good judgment and wise
discretion they have entire confidence. You will express
to the President the hope of the Japanese Government that
in actual circumstance of the case and having in view the
changed situation resulting from the recent naval battle, he
will see his way directly and entirely of his own motion and
initiative to invite the two belligerents to come together for
the purpose of direct negotiation and you will add that if
the President is disposed to undertake the service, the Jap-
anese Government will leave it to him to determine the
course of procedure and what other Power or Powers, if
any, should be consulted in the matter of suggested invita-
tion. You will ask the President whether in his opinion
the Japanese Government can, with a view to facilitate the
course (?) advantageously take any other or further action
in the matter and you will make it entirely clear to the
President that the Japanese Government have no intention
by the present communication (?) to approach Eussia
either directly or indirectly on the subject of peace.''

"I was amused," wrote the President, "by the way in
which they asked me to invite the two belligerents together
directly on my own motion and initiative. It reminded me
of the request for contributions sent by campaign commit-
tees to office holders wherein they are asked to make a